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AGENDA
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
JANUARY 23, 2023

I. PREVIOUS CDBG FUNDS – Colonia Grant (CFC21-0306) for $760,013.00
a. BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION PHASE – WILL RELEASE BID INFORMATION DURING FEBRUARY 2023
b. SECTION 3 NOTIFICATION TO CITIZENS
II. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN
III. REVIEW OF CITIZENS PRIORITY LISTING – SURVEY RESULTS
IV. CONSTRUCTION OF THE KINNEY COUNTY COMMUNITY PARK FACILITIES
V. HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NEEDS – DISCUSSION
a. FAIR HOUSING ACTIVITIES – CELEBRATE FAIR HOUSING MONTH – APRIL 2023
VI. ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES UNDER THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (MRGDC PRIORITY LISTING)
a. STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
b. SEWER PROJECTS
c. WATER PROJECTS
VII. QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION
VIII. ADJOURN


Public Hearing Notes:

Public hearing was called into session by Judge Schuster at 6:32 PM.  All those present were welcomed by Judge Schuster and the County Commissioners.  A reminder to all to please enter their name on the sign in sheet for attendance purposes.  Judge Schuster turned the meeting over to Alma Gutierrez and Candy Hobbs, Kinney County Grant Writers. The hearing began with item one. Information was shared on the progress of the Booster Station Water Pump project.  The project is entering its construction phase.  Mr. Ken Dirksen, Engineer for the project, along with Davis Powell, architect for the project, have begun work on the construction specifications to send out to contractors when the details are ready to be published for construction bids.  The information will be placed in the local paper and on construction boards to notify contractors where specifications will be located and who contact to get a packet for bidding purposes.  Next, the Section 3 power point with the current information for low and very low-income businesses and workers provided by the Texas Department of Agriculture was shared with the audience.  If they are interested in bidding or working on the Booster Station project, all pertinent information for contact and bid consideration was shared.  Item two included information on the Citizen Participation plan which will be presented at Commissioners’ Court at the February 13th meeting.  The plan is utilized to let the community know their rights as citizens of the community, awareness of the projects that are being developed, and where to file a concern or complaint.  Item number three was a short review of the results of the Citizens Survey that was completed.  Overwhelmingly streets is the number one issue of the citizens that responded to the survey.  Followed by improvements to drainage and flooded areas, removal of blighted structures, and improvements to water/sewer lines.  The commissioners along with the judge reached a consensus on the activities that would make up their priority list and it includes streets, flooding, water and sewer line improvements, community park facilities, and economic development.  Item number four was a review of the Kinney County Park Development Project and a review of the phases to be completed.  The Splashpad project has been approved and will begin in the next few months.  Item number 5 included a review of the housing concerns in Kinney County as well as the Fair Housing act which includes the month of April as Fair Housing Month.  Item number 6 includes eligible activities and grant applications that are available under the TxCDBG – Community Block Grant program and the priorities that have been established for our county through the Middle Rio Grande Development Council.  When applying for grants through the TxCDBG program, extra points are awarded for projects that will make improvements to water, sewer, and streets.  Item seven was for a question-and-answer session from the public or any of the commissioners if they have questions or comments on any of the items covered in the public hearing.  No questions or comments were received.
The Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:00 PM.
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